Stalham Baptist Church Weekly News
Sunday 17th January 2021

This Sunday’s online service “How do we do Church in 2021?”
Maggie is leading and Ron is preaching from Acts 1: 12-14
You can follow the service on the SBC website from Sunday morning.
go to www.stalhambaptist.org.uk/ Then click on the icon pictured left.
We will also be celebrating the Lord’s Supper so perhaps have some bread
and wine, juice etc. ready

Ron’s Reads

Mt 6:5, Jn 7:37f

For Your Prayers

SBC will be open this Sunday from 10.00 to 11.00am for personal prayer.
Please pray for those in our community that are relying on the Foodbank to have
enough to eat. Also remember the school children who receive parcels of food to
replace their normal free school dinners.
Please pray for the Ministers and Deacons of SBC who meet on Monday as they
wrestle with the dilemma of opening the church during the current increase of the R
number in Norfolk.
As we pray through the Church Directory, please remember Elinor Burdett

Virtual Prayer Room

On Friday 9th Geoff posted “We are giving thanks. A neighbour took auntie Mave (88)
for her vaccine this morning (first time outside the door since first lockdown.) All
done, a nice little outing she said.”
On the same day Jenny Payne posted “More answered prayers! Just heard that Gill my
sister-in-law spoke to her consultant today and the tumour has responded well to the
chemotherapy. He now considers her to be suitable for oral hormone therapy which
will start as soon as possible. Thanks for all your prayers, please pray the hormone
therapy also works. Thanks Jx.”
To join the ever-growing WhatsApp Virtual Prayer Room and Devotion
WhatsApp site text Jerry on 07733837687. You will need a smart phone

Prayers for Lockdown

Prayer from Pakistan
Humble request to my Lord.
Pray for people who are infected with COVID-19 or facing quarantine.
My Lord Jesus,
We are come to you very humble
During Your ministry on Earth You showed Your love by healing people of all ages
and stations of life from physical, mental, and spiritual ailments.
O, Lord of Mercy,
Be present now to people who need Your loving touch because of COVID-19. They
need Your power of healing through the care and treatment.
Kindly take away all fear, anxiety, and feelings of isolation from people receiving
treatment. Protect their families and friends.
Dear Lord, we request for those people who are more likely than others to become
severely ill from COVID-19 — the elderly and people with chronic health conditions.
Protect them from harm and be their comfort in this time of uncertainty.
Pray for medical professionals, caregivers, researchers, and leaders responsible
for decisions about fighting the new coronavirus.
A prayer for MHA
God of mercy
At this time of anxiety and fear
We thank you for the dedicated work of MHA.
We pray your blessing on all who wash feet,
Who bring healing,
Who sit with the dying
Who bring comfort in confusion
Who bring peace to the afraid
In this we see the love of Jesus
Who is our strength and hope,
In whose name we pray
Amen
The Revd Barbara Glasson, President of the Methodist Conference
MHA is the UK's largest charity care provider, offering high-quality residential,
dementia & nursing care homes, retirement accommodation & community support.
Prayers shared from Methodist Church
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Ministry Team: The Whole
Fellowship
If you are reading this newsletter as a PDF you can click
on the red highlighted links
and you will be taken to the
relevant websites.
Don’t forget you can also follow what's happening at SBC
on twitter https://
twitter.com/StalhamChurch
and on Facebook
www.facebook.com/
stalhambaptist

Food Bank & Personal
Prayer
SBC is open Monday to Friday
from 10.00am to 12 noon to
receive donations for the food
bank and personal prayer. Jerry
or Ron will be on hand to
ensure all safety measures are
met.
The Food Bank is open on
Fridays in the Stables, 1.15 to
3.00pm. If you need help, or
know someone in difficulty,
either contact the Citizens
Advice Service 0344 411 1444,
the Food Bank on
07826376343, or contact Ron
Skivington at
miniter@stalhambaptist.org.uk

For your Diary

Monday Jan. 18th 7.00pm
Deacons Zoom meeting

Thursday Jan. 21st 7.00pm
Zoom prayer meeting.
Contact Diana for link.
Sunday Jan 24th Midday
Church Special Zoom meeting

“Smooth seas do not make
skilful sailors.“
African Saying

Church Meeting Sunday 24th Midday

Quotes of the Week

Diana will email the agenda and formal notice for the
extraordinary church meeting to members on email. Those
not on email who may wish to join by telephone will receive
the details with the delivery of the bulletin. Any queries in
regard to joining the meeting please contact Diana."

“Jesus breaks what we bring to Him. All too often we come
to the table with our best manners and a pose of
impenetrable self-sufficiency. We're all surface, all role polished and poised performers in the game of life. But
Jesus is after what is within, and He exposes the insides our inadequacies. At the table we're not permitted to be
self-enclosed. We're not permitted to remain self-sufficient.
We are taken into the crucifixion. We dramatize it as we eat
the common food. The breaking of our pride and selfapproval opens us up to new life, to new action. Everything
on the table represents some kind of exchange of life, some
sacrifice to our Host. If we come crusted over, hardened
within ourselves in lies and poses, He breaks through and
brings new life. 'A broken and contrite heart, O God, thou
wilt not despise' (Psalm 51:17). We discover this breaking
first in Jesus. Jesus was broken, His blood poured out. And
now we discover it in ourselves. Then Jesus gives back what
we brought to Him, who we are. But it is no longer what we
brought. Who we are, this self that we offer to Him at the
table, is changed into what God gives, what we sing of as
Amazing Grace. [Living the Resurrection]”

Church Reading Plan

This week we are looking at 1 Corinthians 3. How can we
help people discard the spirit of the world and make space
for the spirit of God in 2021? If you would like to suggest a
reading or take part in “Testimony Tuesday” contact Diana,
Jerry or Ron.

Messages from Jan Nicholson

Empanda
Many thanks to all the folk who donated items for the
Christmas Hamper, they were gratefully received,
Jan and Henry
BMS birthday scheme
A total of £320 was sent to BMS for 20/20, thank you to all
the folk that donated monetary gifts on their birthday to
help bring life to some of the worlds most marginalised
people. If anyone would like to join this scheme, please ask
Jan for details

― Eugene H. Peterson

“Many Christians live their lives as though Jesus finished His
work in the first century. They seem to think that being a
Foodbank
Christian is simply accepting the finished work of Christ,
During December SBC contributed 239.75kg of food which going to church every Sunday to express their worship, and
helped towards a monthly total of 5757.9kg for Cromer
waiting for His second coming. No, no, no. Jesus is working
Foodbank.
today, just as He did 2,000 years ago, to accomplish His
cosmic mission... Some people can grasp the idea that Jesus
Last week SBC gave out parcels to 13 people.
goes to work every day, just like we do. Or conversely, and
more correctly, we go to work every day, just like Jesus
The following would be much appreciated by the foodbank. does. He told His disciples, "My father is always at his work
Long Life Milk – full fat or semi-skimmed - Sponge
to this very day, and I, too, am working" (John 5:17). He still
Puddings - Fruit Juice - Household Cleaning Products. is.
The central task of the universe today is extending the
EBA Prayer Focus 17th January 2021
kingdom of God into every corner of human life, one
Gorleston Baptist Church
follower at a time, one conversation at a time. That's what
Jesus is concentrating on, and that's what we should be
Gorleston is on the East coast of Norfolk, within the
spending the best part of our time and energy doing. You
Borough of Great Yarmouth but with a separate identity,
being ‘South of the River’. Its sea-front recently featured as may have assumed that the most important thing you
could be doing with your life is selling carpet... raising kids...
the setting for the Danny Boyle film ‘Yesterday’.
governing... discovering a cure for cancer... or pastoring the
It is a mixed area demographically. This includes significant second-largest church in a small town. Those are all
levels of deprivation, and one of the Church’s ministries is
worthwhile endeavours, but each one of those tasks is only
to those with basic needs including food-poverty. A
significant when it is a subtask of the grand objective:
dedicated and experienced team of volunteers have
building the kingdom of God.”
excelled in helping meet the increased need during the
― D. Michael Henderson, Making Disciples-One
pandemic.
Conversation at a Time
After several years of pastoral vacancy, a new minister, Mike
“He who masters the power formed by a group of people
Flynn, started in the autumn. This promises to be an
exciting new chapter in the life of the church, but of course working together has within his grasp one of the greatest
the current focus is on getting through the on-going Covid powers known to man.”
― idowu koyenikan, All You Need Is a Ball
crisis.
There is the capacity for occasional services in the building; “Ignorance disconnects us.
but the main worship offering at the moment is a weekly
Envy separates us.
service on zoom which works very well in the circumstance, Greed divides us.
and is supported by a team of folk gifted in worship leading Goodness connects us.
and IT. A highlight last month was a very successful
Faith strengthens us.
Christingle service on zoom with many guests joining in.
Love unites us.”
Prayer points:
― Matshona Dhliwayo
•For wisdom, patience and resilience as the church
“When we are of one mind,
maintains a faithful witness in the midst of the ongoing
we achieve the great.
pandemic
When we are of one heart,
•For Mike and his wife Kay as they settle into the area and
we achieve the extraordinary.
life with the fellowship
When we are of one soul,
•That the love of Jesus would be shared deeply and widely we achieve the divine.”
― Matshona Dhliwayo
in the areas served by GBC

A reflection on the
events on Capitol Hill
The strange mixture of religion and politics in the US,
and what it has to do with us here in the UK. By Michael
Shaw writes for the Baptist Times.
I have attended many protests. Most recently (before
lockdown) I attended several demanding action on climate
change as a member of my local Extinction Rebellion group
and Christian Climate Action. What marks these protests
out is often a desire to peacefully change the Government's
mind on climate change (we are non-violent), so that we
see more immediate action. On many of the protest
marches there has been music, dancing and often creativity.
It has been fun. So I am not against the need to protest.
But over the last few days, images of people protesting
have been splashed over new bulletins, websites and
newspapers around the world. These were far from nonviolent. There was violence, damage and death.
When Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, we do not
know specifically why the crowds sang Hosanna to him. We
don’t know what they expected him to do when he arrived
in Jerusalem. (I personally love Mark’s account which says
that he had a quick look around the Temple then went back
to Bethany for the night; this seems to be the definition of
an anti-climax.) I personally assume they were expecting
him to lead a violent revolution, to overthrow the Romans.
For just a few days later when the same crowd were asked
who they wanted to crucify and who they wanted to set
free, it was Barabbas a violent revolutionary, who walked
free. Jesus went to the cross.
What changed the mind of the crowd? Maybe because they
wanted Jesus to be violent revolutionary, and instead he
seemed to have a different plan.
What has shocked me since is the reaction of many people
whose twitter profile starts with “Christian”, who I see on
social media in the comments sections of famous
politicians and leaders. They still seem as angry and as
wound up. They do not seem to think that what happened
in Capitol Hill was wrong, they have not become less
emboldened but more vitriolic. They still think that Donald
Trump was robbed and that God is going to overturn the
result. For them Trump is a Messiah (Eric Trump said his
father had "saved" Christianity in America). Do they not
realise that he is the kind of “Messiah” that Jesus warned us
about?
Many of these Christians are convinced that they are a
persecuted minority, that they are at the hands of a liberal
media and a socialist democratic party that is set to destroy
them. They have sold their soul to Trump, who has stirred

those flames and they have listen to the voices of people
like Franklin Graham, Robert Jeffries and Paula White, who
have told them that he - and he alone - is on their side!
But what does the weird mixture of religion and politics in
the US has to do with us here in the UK? Sadly many
Christians have the same persecution complex as their US
cousins. They think that the Government is planning to end
their freedoms. It is stirred up by certain fringe groups, but
more recently has become more mainstream with some
pastors (and even ex-Prime Ministers) speaking out about
the restrictions on physical church opening in debates on
the November lockdown.
As a Baptist I am actually aware of the need to fight for
religious freedom, but as a Baptist historian, I know that our
heritage can traced back to Thomas Helwys. Helwys argued,
quite rightly, that to fight for religious freedom is not to
fight for MY right to practise religion but for ALL people to
be free to practise their religion of choice. The lockdowns
have not ever been attacks on the right to worship, as we
saw fit, but a temporary measure to protect people from a
deadly virus!
The sad thing is that there are Christian leaders who are
getting on the persecution bandwagon, some even in order
to increase their social media reach. There is an audience
out there who are more ready to watch a YouTube video on
why the church is under attack, than become part of
healthy churches and discipled. Some are even leaving
churches, because their church leader is not saying what
they want to hear.
Why is this happening? The reason, from what I can see, is
that we have not truly taught discipleship or modelled
discipleship. We have made converts but not disciples, for
whom Christianity is a personal experience of God, not an
entry into a wider community of faith. Churches have made
worship entertainment. There is no cost to worship, it is all
laid on for people. There is no sense of offering in worship;
the offering is a payment based on consumer satisfaction,
like any form of monetary transaction. The challenge has
been removed from teaching - people want a message that
leaves them comfortable, not challenge their comforts! We
have done this to make church more palatable - it is part of
the church growth movement but it has left us with
immature believers, not mature disciples.
Such believers are willing to be swayed by any teaching
that fits into their immature world view. This means there
are easy targets for people who say that they are being
victimised, or that they are being persecuted. They have not
been given the tools to realise that; firstly they are not
being persecuted; and secondly, persecution is to be
expected!
So while we may look on at America and wonder what they
are playing at, we must remember the old phrase that when
America sneezes, we catch a cold. We have to be very
careful that we do not end up with our own Capitol Hill
moment - supported and cheered on by Christians.
Michael Shaw is minister of Devonport Community
Baptist Church in Plymouth
The thoughts expressed in this article do not
necessarily reflect those of the Ministers and
Deacons of SBC.
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Open Doors’ World
Watch List 2021 is
now live
World Watch List 2021

Find Out More

Discover the countries where Christians face the most extreme persecution for following Jesus - and how you can pray for and support
them.
340 million Christians around the world are persecuted for their faith.
That’s 30 million more than last year – and the levels of persecution
are getting worse too. That’s the headline from the launch of
the Open Doors World Watch List 2021 – and on the website you can
see more about the 50 countries where following Jesus costs the most.

Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide World Watch List 2020 - Open Doors UK &
Ireland

2021 rankings
1)

North Korea

2)

Afghanistan

3)

Somalia

4)

Libya

5)

Pakistan

6)

Eritrea

7)

Yemen

8)

Iran

9)

Nigeria

10)

India

Please Pray

Father God, please draw close to my brothers
and sisters who suffer every day because
they have chosen to follow You. Thank You
that Your love and Your grace are more powerful forces than any persecution on earth.
Please protect Your children and give them
freedom to tell their families, friends and
communities the good news of the gospel.
Amen.
For more information about Open Doors go to
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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It’s the 20th year in a row that North Korea has been at the top of the
list – a country where there is no religious freedom and being discovered to be a Christian is a death sentence. Afghanistan and Somalia
remain closely behind – and persecution is getting worse in Nigeria,
which is now in the top 10 (up from number 12 last year).
Despite all the opposition, discrimination, violence and rejection that
our brothers and sisters face, the church is also still growing! We know
that God is still in control – that He listens to His children and is ‘near
to all who call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth’ (Psalm 145:18).

Thank you for all you do to support your persecuted family – and
please do keep praying for them, and speaking out about injustice
wherever you are able to.
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